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November 9, 2010 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

APPROVE AND ORDER PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF INTENTION  
TO PURCHASE REAL PROPERTY 

26901 GOLDEN VALLEY ROAD, SANTA CLARITA 
ENVIRONMENTAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

CERTIFY ADDENDUM TO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
 (FIFTH DISTRICT) (4 VOTES AT HEARING) 

 

 
SUBJECT 

Certification of the Addendum to the final Environmental Impact Report to facilitate the 
property transfer and approval of the property transfer to the County of Los Angeles  
of an approximately 2.3 acre parcel of unimproved real property located in the City of 
Santa Clarita from Newhall Land and Farming Company to construct future Fire 
Station 104. 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY 
OF THE CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT: 
 

1. Acting as a responsible agency, certify that the Addendum prepared by the 
Consolidated Fire Protection District of Los Angeles County to the Environmental 
Impact Report previously certified by the City of Santa Clarita has been 
completed in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act and 
reflects the independent judgment and analysis of your Board; find that the Board 
has reviewed and considered the information contained in the Addendum and the 
Final Environmental Impact Report prior to approving the project; certify that your 
Board has independently considered and reached its own conclusions regarding 
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the environmental effects of the Fire Station 104 project as shown in the 
Addendum and the final Environmental Impact Report along with the applicable 
findings in the final Environmental Impact Report;  adopt the County’s Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program finding that the Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program is adequately designed to ensure compliance with the 
mitigation measures during project implementation; find that there are no further 
feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures within your Board’s power 
that would substantially lessen or avoid any significant effect the project would 
have on the environment; determine that the significant adverse effects of the 
project have either been reduced to an acceptable level or are outweighed by the 
specific considerations of the project as outlined in the Environmental Findings of 
Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations, adopted by the City of Santa 
Clarita which applicable portions of Findings and Statement are adopted and 
incorporated herein by reference. 
 

2. Approve the Notice of Intention to purchase an approximately 2.3 acre parcel of 
unimproved real property located at 26901 Golden Valley Road in the City of 
Santa Clarita from Newhall Land and Farming Company for a purchase price of 
$2,190,000, plus title and escrow fees of approximately $5,000. 
 

3. Instruct the Executive Officer of the Board of Supervisors to publish the Notice of 
Intention in accordance with Section 25350 of the Government Code. 
 

4. Set the date of December 7, 2010, for a Public Hearing to receive comment and 
consummate the proposed acquisition. 
 

IT IS FURTHER RECOMMENDED THAT, AT THE TIME OF CONSUMMATION, 
YOUR BOARD: 

 
5. Order the purchase consummated in accordance with Section 25350 of the 

Government Code. 
 

6. Approve and instruct the Chair to sign the Agreement for Purchase and Sale of 
Real Property with the Seller, Newhall land and Farming Company, to acquire 
the subject property. 
 

7. Establish Capital Project No. 70963 for the Fire Station 104 land acquisition.   
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8. Authorize the Chief Executive Office to open and manage escrow and execute 

any required documentation necessary to complete the transfer of title and to 
accept the deed and easement conveying title to the Consolidated Fire 
Protection District of Los Angeles County. 
 

9. Authorize the Auditor-Controller to issue warrants as directed by the Chief 
Executive Office for the purchase price and any other related escrow or 
transactional costs, which are estimated not to exceed $5,000 in the aggregate. 
 

10. Request the Assessor to remove the subject property from the tax roll effective 
upon transfer of title. 

 

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Approval of the recommended actions will certify the County’s Addendum to the City of 
Santa Clarita’s certified Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and adopt the County’s 
Mitigation Monitoring and Report Program and applicable portions of the City’s 
Environmental Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations, and 
approve the property transfer  of an approximately 2.3 acre parcel of unimproved real 
property located at 26901 Golden Valley Road, Santa Clarita (Property) from Newhall 
Land and Farming Company (Newhall).  The Property was previously a portion of a 
larger adjacent parcel of real property which Newhall has been developing as a master 
planned community formally known as Riverpark and currently designated as River 
Village.   
 
A fair market purchase price of $2,190,000 has been negotiated by the parties and is 
based on an appraisal commissioned by the Consolidated Fire Protection District of 
Los Angeles County (Fire District). The full terms and conditions of the proposed 
acquisition are contained in the Agreement for Purchase and Sale of Real Property 
(Attachment A). 
 
The anticipated design of Fire Station 104 will consist of approximately 11,415 total 
square feet of improvements comprised of a two-bay apparatus room, main office, 
training room, day room, kitchen, exercise room, fueling station, detached storage room 
and dormitory quarters to house nine personnel.  Approval of this proposed property 
acquisition and project will establish a permanent location to house temporary Fire 
Station 104 and provide improved fire protection, emergency medical and life safety 
services to the expanding community of Santa Clarita. 
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The Addendum prepared by the County addresses the specific details of the new Fire 
Station 104 and its potential environmental impacts.  All of the impacts associated with 
Fire Station 104 are within the scope of impacts addressed in the certified EIR 
previously certified by the City and the addendum identifies no new significant impacts 
or substantial increases in previously identified significant impacts.  No new mitigation 
measures beyond the applicable mitigation measures in the certified EIR would be 
necessary for Fire Station 104.   
 
In accordance with the Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines 
adopted by your Board on November 17, 1987, an Addendum to the certified EIR was 
prepared and must be certified by your Board prior to the County’s acquisition of the 
property for Fire Station 104.  
 

 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Operational Effectiveness 
(Goal 1) by improving the efficiency, quality, and responsiveness of County services to 
all residents. It also directs that we ensure Children, Family and Adult Well-Being 
(Goal 2) by enhancing the ability of families to live in safe, stable, and supportive 
communities. We are also directed to improve Community and Municipal Services 
(Goal 3) by offering a wide range of services responsive to each community's specific 
needs. This project will help achieve these goals, as it is an investment in public 
infrastructure that will benefit the Santa Clarita community by improving the Fire 
District's ability to respond to local fire, medical and life safety related emergencies. 
 

 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 

The total cost for the acquisition of land for Fire Station 104, including the purchase 
price for the subject property is $2,190,000, and one-half of the related escrow and 
other transactional costs are estimated to be approximately $5,000 in the aggregate.  
There is sufficient funding available in the 2010-2011 Capital Projects budget No. 70963 
and is fully funded by Developer Fee Revenue in the Fire District’s Accumulated Capital 
Outlay Fund.  There is no impact to net County cost.   
 

 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

As the community of Santa Clarita continues to grow and expand, the need to improve 
upon the fire services provided have grown exponentially.  Accordingly, the Fire District 
conducted a search for possible sites to establish and construct a permanent location 
for Fire Station 104. The Fire District has identified an approximately 2.3 acre portion of 
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unimproved property situated at the corner of Newhall Ranch Road and Golden Valley 
Road in the City of Santa Clarita.   
 
The Fire District currently leases from the City of Santa Clarita an approximately two 
acre parcel located at 26201 Golden Valley Road to house and operate temporary Fire 
Station 104.  The City of Santa Clarita has expressed a desire to regain possession of 
this property for city use or other disposition.   
 
In an effort to ensure the Property’s preparation for the Fire District’s contemplated use, 
Newhall has agreed to complete certain on-site and off-site improvements to the 
infrastructure.  Those improvements will include ingress and egress access routes, 
construction of adjacent streets/roadways/thoroughfares, installation of sidewalks and 
furnishing utility lines for site connection.  The City of Santa Clarita has also recently 
completed construction of a bridge over the Santa Clara River (Golden Valley Road 
Bridge) which is currently open for public use and is expected to provide improved 
access and response times to calls within Fire Station 104’s jurisdictional area.   
 
A preliminary title report has been issued and reveals no claims or encumbrances which 
would significantly affect or impair the Property’s title. Additionally, as required by 
Government Code Section 65402, the proposed acquisition was submitted to the City of 
Santa Clarita for review and they have determined that the proposed project is in 
accordance with the adopted land uses and design parameters permitted by the city.  
County Counsel has reviewed the Notice of Intention (Attachment B) and Purchase and 
Sale Agreement in connection with this transaction and has approved them as to form. 
 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 

The new Fire Station 104 site is a 2.3 acre parcel contained within the 695-acre River 
Village development that includes 439 single-family units and 744 multi-family units and 
40,000 square feet of commercial uses.  As lead agency, the City of Santa Clarita, 
prepared an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the River Village Project, which was 
made available to the public for review and comments from March 3, 2004 to 
May 27, 2004. The City of Santa Clarita held public hearings on the proposed project 
and determined that the entire development of the River Village project would have a 
significant effect on the environment and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
and a Statement of Overriding Considerations were adopted by the City of Santa Clarita 
on May 24, 2005 (Attachment C). A notice of determination was posted by the 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk in accordance with Section 21152 (a) of the Public 
Resources Code.  
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The Fire District determined that some changes or additions to the EIR are necessary to 
fully describe the proposed new fire station.  However, none of the conditions described 
in Section 15162 of the State CEQA Guidelines calling for the preparation of a 
subsequent EIR have occurred.  Acting as a responsible agency, the Fire District 
prepared an Addendum (Attachment D) to the previously certified EIR to further 
evaluate the impacts resulting from the construction and operation of Fire Station 104. 
The Addendum to the EIR demonstrates that environmental impacts resulting from the 
construction and operation of Fire Station 104 would not result in any new significant 
impacts beyond those previously analyzed in the EIR nor would it result in a substantial 
increase in the severity of significant impacts previously identified in the EIR.  The City’s 
EIR did conclude, however, that the unavoidable significant impacts, including air 
quality, traffic/access, biological resources, solid waste disposal, visual resources, 
agricultural resources, and noise, were present within the overall River Village 
development project.  Changes or alterations have been incorporated into that project 
that will lessen, but will not avoid or reduce, these significant environmental effects 
below a level of significance. No new mitigation measures beyond the applicable 
mitigation measures previously adopted by the City at the time the EIR was certified 
would be necessary for the construction and operation of Fire Station 104. 
 
In order to allow the project to proceed and to enhance fire protection services in the 
Fire District’s jurisdictional area, it is recommended that your Board certify the 
Addendum to the River Village EIR and find that the benefit to the public’s safety 
outweighs the adverse impacts to air quality, traffic/access, biological resources solid 
waste disposal, visual resources, agricultural resources, and noise.   
 
Upon your Board’s approval of the project, the Department of Public Works will file a 
Notice of Determination in accordance with the requirements of Section 21152 (a) of the 
California Public Resources Code. 
  

 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 

There will be no negative impact on current County Services or projects during the 
performance of the recommended actions. 
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